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_ Duck Lake Channel near Muskegon, Mich.
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DUCK LAKE
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KNOWN FOR IT’S
CLEAR WATERS,
QUIET SETTING

AND AWARD
WINNING
SUNSETS, DUCK
LAKE IS ROUGHLY
270 ACRES IN SIZE,
TWO MILES LONG
AND ONE MILE

WIDE. THE LAKE

HAS 4.5 MILES OF
SHORELINE AND

AN AVERAGE
DEPTH OF NEARLY
25 FT. WITH SPOTS
THAT REACH 60 FT.

1974

2014
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DUCK LAKE MEMORIES
THE EARLY YEARS

THE HISTORY OF DUCK LAKE SPANS NEARLY 200 YEARS
AND IS RICH IN HEARTFELT SUCCESS STORIES OF HARD
WORKING IMMIGRANTS FROM EUROPE THAT CAME TO
THIS COUNTRY TO MAKE A BETTER LIFE FOR
THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES. FRUITLAND
TOWNSHIP WAS FORTUNATE TO HAVE MANY OF THESE
FAMILIES MAKE THIER MARK IN THE DUCK LAKE
AREA.

THIS PRESENTATION FOCUSES ON SOME OF THE FIRST
SETTLERS OF DUCK LAKE FROM THE LUMBERING AREA
IN THE MID-LATE 1800'S THRU THE BOOM OF THE LAKE
RESORTS IN THE FIRST PART OF THE 1900’S.
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DUCK LAKE’S FIRST SETTLER

IN 1790, NOVA SCOTIAN JOSEPH LA FRAMBOISE, WESTERN
MICHIGAN’S AGENT FOR THE JOHN JACOB ASTOR FUR
COMPANY, WAS GIVEN A LAND GRANT BY ASTOR TO BUILD A
LLOG CABIN ON THE OLDEST HISTORICAL SPOT IN THE WHITE
LAKE AREA — 7JIBSHI SAGAGEN,” OR DUCK LAKE AS WE KNOW
IT TODAY.

AS AGENT FOR ASTOR, THE CABIN WAS ONE OF A UNIT OF 20
TRADING STATIONS ESTABLISHED IN THE LATTER DAYS OF
THE FAMOUS ASTOR REGIME. THESE TRADING POSTS WERE
PART OF A "FUR CLAIM” STRETCHING ACROSS THE PINE
COVERED SLOPES OF MICHIGAN FROM THE KALAMAZOO
RIVER TO GRAND TRAVERSE BAY. THE LLOG CABIN WAS 14 FT
BY 16 FT, WITH A CHIMNEY MADE OF 4 LARGE UPRIGHT LLOGS,
INTERIOR WALLS COVERED WITH CLAY AND STRAW AND A
NARROW PORCH FACING LAKE MICHIGAN. IN 1806 JOSEPH
WAS KILLED BY AN INDIAN NEAR LOWELIL: MICHIGAN. HIS
WIDOW, MADAME LA FRAMBOISE, WAS A VERY REMARKABLE
WOMAN. SHE WAS THE CHILD OF FRENCH CANADIAN/OTTAWA
INDIAN PARENTS AND EDUCATED BY THE FRENCH. SHE
GREW UP WITH HER OTTAWA INDIAN MOTHER AT THE MOUTH
OF THE GRAND RIVER IN GRAND HAVEN.
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House of Madeline La Frambmse
Mackinac Island
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HER FUR TRADE SPANNED THE ENTIRE WEST
COAST OF MICHIGAN AND IN 1818 SHE SOLD
TO ASTOR’S AMERICAN FUR COMPANY FOR A
REPORTED “SMALL FORTUNE” AND RETIRED
ON MACKINAC ISLAND.

LA FRAMBOISE BECAME ACTIVE IN
FOUNDING A SCHOOL ON MACKINAC ISLAND
FOR NATIVE AMERICAN CHILDREN AND
SUPPORTING CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
UNTIL HER DEATH IN 1846.

AS ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT EARLY
BUSINESSWOMEN OF MICHIGAN, SHE WAS
ELECTED IN 1984 TO THE MICHIGAN WOMEN’S
HALL OF FAME.

SOURCES: WHITE LAKER, 100 YEAR ADDITION JAN 30, 1974,
WHITE LAKE OBSERVER JULY 12-1978,
HISTORY OF AMERICAN WOMEN JAN 2013, WIKIPEDIA
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CHARLES MEARS

IN 1844, CHARLES MEARS, A BUSINESS MAN
FROM MASSACHUSETTS PURCHASED THE PROPERTY
AT THE MOUTH OF DUCK LAKE. HE BUILT A DAM AT
THE SITE OF THE CURRENT DUCK LAKE BRIDGE, A
WATER POWERED SAW MILIL, BOARDING HOUSE,
STORE, BLACKSMITH SHOP AND STABILE. THE
LUMBER CAMP WAS KNOWN AS “THE MIDDLE HOUSE”.
IN 1856 A THREE STORY BOARDING HOUSE WAS
ERECTED AND THE SMALL HAMILET WAS OFTEN
CALLED CORK POINT. THE SMALL HAMLET FOR A
NUMBER OF YEARS WAS THE CENTER OF ACTIVITY
FOR THE WHOLE SURROUNDING TERRITORY. THE
DUCK LAKE STORE SUPPLIED THE NEEDS OF
SETTLER AND INDIANS ALIKE. THE LOCAIL OTTAWA
POPULATION NUMBER AS MUCH AS 3000.
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it it i

View South, Duck Lake Mill in Emlwn;und
Boarding house on left, circa 1850

e

 Ducklake Channel
 View North Mear's Saw Mill -
# circa 1850

Sources: Charles Mears, Pioneer of the White Lake Area

FOR 25 YEARS CHARLES MEARS WAS THE RECOGNIZED LEADER AND BUSINESSMAN IN
THE AREA. DURING THIS TIME HE PURCHASED OVER 40,000 ACRES OF PRIME TIMBER
LANDS, MOST FROM THE U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND OFFICE FOR $1.25/ACRE AND
INCLUDED OVER 2000 ACRES SURROUNDING DUCK LAKE. HE CONSTRUCTED AND
OPERATED 15 SAW MILLS AND BUILT FIVE HARBORS FOR THE TRANSPORT OF LUMBER.
ONE OF THOSE HARBORS WAS THE PIER AT THE MOUTH OF DUCK LAKE ON LAKE
MICHIGAN. IT WAS SERVICED WEEKLY BY THE SCHOONER HE BUILT; “PROPELLER”,
THAT REGULARLY TRANSPORTED LUMBER TO CHICAGO AND SUPPLIES BACK TO WEST

MICHIGAN. David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



CHARLES MEARS
LEGACY

MR. MEARS ALSO SERVED IN THE STATE SENATE AND WAS AN EARLY
MEMBER OF A NEWLY FOUNDED POLITICAL: PARTY, THE
REPUBLICANS. HE WAS A PERSONAL FRIEND OF ABRAHAM LINCOILN.
IN NOVEMBER OF 1858 THE TWO SAW MILLS WERE DESTROYED BY
FIRE, REPORTEDLY BY A GROUP OF DRUNKEN DISGRUNTLED
UNPAID LABORERS. WITH OVER 10,000 ILOGS IN THE WATERS OF
DUCK LAKE, A NEW STEAM SAW MILILL WAS SHIPPED FROM CHICAGO
AND READY FOR PRODUCTION IN LATE 1859. BY THE LATE 1800’S
THE VAST FORESTS OF TOWERING WHITE PINE HAD BEEN COMPLETE
STRIPPED FROM THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE AND THE LUMBER
INDUSTRY HAD MOVED INLAND AND FARTHER NORTH. AIDED BY
THE INTRODUCTION OF RAILROAD SERVICE IN THE STATE, THE
BOOM TIMES OF CHARLES MEARS HAD MOVED ON.

Sources: Charles Mears, Pioneer of the White Lake Area
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FIRST NEWSPAPER HEADLINE bec 23, 1859

Tonnship N ‘I/./l 4 ﬂl/llfj. L 117 ”!.I‘:-l/’l /'.Ilidl . ; .
7 THE GRAND HAVEN NEWS. A S - e
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EDWARD H. TOWNSEND BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER OF
THE VILLAGE OF DUCK LAKE WHICH WHEN DEVELOPED
WAS IN OTTAWA COUNTY. MUSKEGON COUNTY WAS NOT
ORGANIZED UNTIL 1859. THE POST OFFICE OPENED ON
MARCH 24, 1856, AND WAS CLOSED JULY 24, 1858 AND THE
VILLAGE FADED INTO A HAMLET, PevidPequet Presentation3-15-16



HENRICK SCHEIDER
... HENRY SNYDER

ONE OF DUCK LAKE’S PROMINENT FOUNDING

FAMILIES FOLLOWING THE LUMBERING ERA
WAS THAT OF HENRICK (HENRY) SCHNEIDER.
BORN IN GERMANY IN 1837 HE FIRST SETTLED
IN CHICAGO WORKING IN THE STOCK YARDS

AND AT THE AGE OF 20 MOVED TO DUCK LAKE
TO MAKE HIS FORTUNE AS A LUMBER JACK

WORKING FOR MEARS. HE BUILT A LOG

CABIN A FEW HUNDRED YARDS SOUTH OF

DUCK LAKE AND IN 1870 TOOK TITLE, SIGNED
PLOT MAP BY PRESIDENT ULYSSES S. GRANT, TO 154

1877 ACRES OF PROPERTY SOUTH OF DUCK LAKE
CHANNEL AND ENCOMPASSING OVER ONE

MILE OF LAKE MICHIGAN SHORELINE.
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HE BUILT A RESPECTABLE FARM THAT INCLUDED
SEVERAL ACRES OF RASPBERRIES AND FRUIT TREES
AND ALSO A ROOFING SHINGLE MILL. EACH SUMMER
HIS PRODUCE ENDED UP IN CHICAGO MARKETS VIA
GOODRICH BOAT CO. THAT DOCKED AT MICHILLINDA
BEACH LODGE A HALF MILE NORTH OF DUCK LAKE.

THE MUSKEGON CHRONICLE, FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1922

HELP WANTED. . "
RABPBRERILY PICKERS, nhout July B.
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SNYDER BOYS

CIRCA 1912
CORNER SCENIC & DUCK LAKE RD

=

6171 DUCK LAKE RD
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F W BEERS 1877 MUSKEGON COUNTY ATLAS

SOURCE: DAN YATES COLLECTION

INDIAN TRAIL
TO
WHITEHALL

FUTURE
DUCK LAKE ROAD

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



U.S. CENSUS 1900
SOUTH SIDE DUCK LAKEK

e
TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.
S1

StateLiage i gice: - ‘ SCHEDULE No. 1.—POPULATION. ( Supervisor's District No. .. ) Sheet )

County 24204/ | Ensmeration District No. o [

Township or other division of county..— . <t Name of Institution, —
Name of incorporated city, tmwen, or village, within the above-named division, Ward of city,

o . :
Euumerated by me on the — 2.0 day of June, 1900, AL otz 20200 L Enumerator.

XA RELATION PERSONAL DESCRIPTION NATIVITY. OCCUPATION TRADE ot | KDUCATION. | o o
ROFESON
Of oach persie whi yiace of

BT T i & : € e, v of ae

o bt Lt p2 22

CHRIST HESSE

S LI 012

o ) e s
e PE, 11 B F2PNYSE7 M AL |
4 e Lrese 21 4 AP

> 7
L oo 2 | Fhassy frik 3 2| Scaanrensss

sttt ’ 0 3 boanblaiia
22 DF R 3 it R

PPN o8

Shsnrisis.| i s ey s rerEegy
Al vl | Gat s g0 3 Y st N rpnteiss bt e

shr,

CHRIST HINZE B 7= 77 o
] o o Ghud s ie pu 2 S PR S A
. 2 il - AR Soone

i pnety

b pn byrasi/¥0d 32 ) ) Cas. i rraonn Sasmmensy  Vrrvys b |l

i (6bocet) PYrirmmact

S

exele AT &
listourirmen daid" A, S dep Lt
PEAAA PAEAW Y
Zldee i1 s
oy Bes yyyr /1S ] ¥ | &prrrandly . &rosareires
o F Qe tizel 215 | Girsrralser \ M hrrasails
2 v Flgea ot BIS iz Uhass e ¢
LAWY & B ot L i
— rrra « fied
Lo 23707
2 AR AT I AN «
o cloatbo e xio | | | b Lirracussy 32 .
> O Sad - : "> 2 aa
| F = i - e bet Wiva frir Xoeor 2 E s e
LOUISE SNYDER B~ e L B e
4 G K" o222 el | -

GERMANY B =Pt ‘ .A ,h,m.a‘ = _v..u | PO ;'.'iXﬁ'“’

2 < Lo lped naka d
(1t sy L2000 2 / s inapas: Sasemay 2 7S
> iy /153 42 Jas 20 2 Firomisy |cHon ! _
|t sse Kol irgosa | S 2 » 4 -~ T L e

o 2nifreh 17541 D, tia “f ek ark.

# » £
skt 1032 5| | | Voei oo trrnty tivaring

A, Y o goarptey

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



1920 U.S. CENSUS

SOUTH SIDEKE DUCK LLAKEK

s Dt _._;zm DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE—BUREAU OF THE CENSUS o T AT
cwm__}_n,u,ﬁ FOURTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1920—POPULATION Luuumnou DisTRICT No. 4 ___.
TOWNSHIP OR OTHER DIVISION OF COUNTY _ st ..:*;-_'f‘,_z""“*"l/ —  NAME OF puace— A - WARD OF CITY
NAME OF INSTITUTION _..111 B Sy ENUMERATED BY ME ON THE _ 1/‘“”{ DAY OF . . ,[ iz " Hocdulin.... EnomeraTOR.
e =] ety NATIVITY AND MOTHER TONGUE. occuraTioN. /J
Junuasy 1, 1980, was 1a tis famly, % ’i« HR T, S S B -
[ —— i ey g : 2 i
= ik, |
5 CXAD =
‘fmnu‘t‘ dlm.uzi, Licad ! ot ¥ 7 Nty a g =%
=3 w1 7 or s S ;1‘ '
s kel ot | 2 ;:#% Setec Mone ! :
¥ i W7 [fsrs | 1{‘, 4t [ Pasutiece, Ry #y vy }4(16‘LV“ e . fetfyngoid |
Wa | |_1#D 2T i “::,1, A o Ve | et rmar 3 z v )
Qubaklv £ 07 b Y Loplna 4 En . Bresinie I Wi | 2 i L
5 0 v 2 410 M g o U 1 |75 I Lreresas Dtn ofvnas
».?em(fu- |7 Tl " ety | b ( Srma) | Gegymone: ol | O
b 0 A ) %) oy ko3 izl P2 Gyl K Rageaniang B1e3 ¥ | Ervvsasn b3 | ot 1 TAcswass
e il e L T 7 sy | 3 TR —— LTRSS W 7 £
RUDOLF RUBEN e e s e e e e
R: / /s . 107 lea™ 20t bty i o 2 | Sl 4 L Py « 4eed) Tt see 'x}..m L foren (’rl
8 e : (gt 2198 D ot N iy | © /‘ - é ki j - Mosx
& i ¢ ; o K2 i 1 5 AJeermacs la et flan~ \
SWEDEN LR e = e e
E Dadal b i 4 et | sellnes 0y, | E - ] JIENN
v ] Mww, Lo hle I 1lWa1l ¢ Y7/ L
e Yinesd
| 2lel || 1 L Do’ s “
X e A 7] 3 e e e ar o | Ty | Suedirl e,
y — 3 A | |21 bia Ra_ sy J’,( A Lok Lf/[l‘» | frnicll &
E | 7 S 7 P A - 20 izt “»44 frde (Fovmayfoigeedd .|
HENR Y iy . fi 7 | f~ WAl o 17| e ot | P u.,_, i i Lstss 0 | B icinisne Bromcder
YoteThy 4, | 9 4 I Lpein? Lo

-i [«-mw

WALTERS | H e e

] — O b e A presge) ol Z
GERMANY e e e
- S P 4 L 762 s AT 7 o 7l et

M&m-. P PR

w/‘w—m—z'

22

LOUISE SNYDER [ i —rp=r i e 5~

CHRIST HINZE e et e e e e

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



BUILD IT AND THEY
WILL COME

/N
¢

SCENIC DRIVE AT DUCK LAKE
CHANNEL 1927
UNDER CONSTRUCTION BY
THE MUSKEGON COUNTY ROAD
COMMISSION Dovid Pequet Presentation 1616
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MICHILLINDA LANDING

Michillinda P. O. and Goodrich S. S. ,,Georgia’, White Lake, Mich.
LAKESIDE
INN

B Lk e

j

_DINING RQLM. NEW STEAMSHIP ALABAMA,
GOODRICH TRANSIT COMPANY.

P=7.5.8.CaroLina ar M'C’("“-'IM'C"'D"" onv Wi tes

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



CITY DOCK WHITEHAILL

FERRIES FROM CITY

Lauech Esther, White Lake, Mich

DOCK

LAKESIDE
INN

David Pequet
Presentation
8-18-16



DUCK LAKE RESOR'TS

1900 - 1935
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LAKE VIEW FARM

THE LAKE VIEW FARM RESORT WAS VERY TYPICAL. THE PROPRIETOR, CHRIST
HINZE, IMMIGRATED FROM GERMANY IN THE LATE 1800°S AND BOUGHT
PROPERTY ON DUCK LAKE IN 1898. HE AND HIS FAMILY CLEARED THE LAND,
ESTABLISHED A BERRY FARM AND STARTED TAKING SUMMER VACATIONERS
FROM CHICAGO. BY 1920 HE HAD EXPANDED HIS FARM HOUSE TO 14 BEDROOMS
AND A DINING HALL THAT COULD SEAT 125 GUESTS. HE HAD A MODEL T FORD
THAT WOULD PICK UP GUESTS AT THE GOODRICH BOAT DOCK IN WHITEHAILL.
THE RESORT OPERATED UNTIL 1936 WHEN THE ADVENT OF THE AUTOMOBILE
DETRACTED FROM DESTINATION VACATION SPOTS POPULAR THE FIRST PART
OF THE CENTURY.

5780 DUCK LAKE RD
VIEW NORTH David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16




LAKEVIEW FARM
HINZE RESORT

MUSKRAT LAKE

/

VIEW SOUTH ACROSS DUCK LAKE RD
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LAKEVIEW FARM
HINZE RESORT

e X s .

HINZE FAMILY 1919

HINZE COTTAGE 1916 HINZE COTTAGE 1923
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DUCK LAKE INN...
WALTERS PLACE

STREET VIEW LAKE VIEW 5738 DUCK LAKE RD

THE DUCK LAKEFE INN WAS OPERATED BY HARRY WALTERS AND HIS
WIFE WHO ALSO CAME FROM GERMANY. THEY PURCHASED
PROPERTY ADJACENT TO THE HINZE RESORT. BY 1920 THE RESORT
INCLUDED THE MAIN TWO STORY HOUSE, GUEST COTTAGE, KITCHEN
AND DINING BUILDING, ICE HOUSE AND A DANCE AND POOL HALL ON
THE LAKE. MANY SATURDAYS DURING PROHIBITION THE DANCE
HALL HAD OVER A 100 VACATIONERS FROM MILES AROUND ENJOYING
THEIR SUMMER VACATIONS. THE INN OPERATED UNTIL HELEN
WALTER DIED IN 1955. David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



VIEW NORTH EAST FROM
LAKEVIEW FARM BARN LOFT

DUCK LAKE INN
WALTERS PLACE

LAKE PARK
CAMP RUBEN

DUCK CREEK /
y

WALTERS
DANCE HALL

DUCK LAKE ROAD 1925

DIRT TWO TRACK
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WALTERS DANCE HAILL

’ PAVI:,.mM,, v
LTERS

UoK |axE "
SoreT.

™

1921
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WALTERS DANCE HAILL
1925

HOW TO REACH !
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DUCK LAKE RESORT

THE DUCK LAKE RESORT WAS STARTED BY ANOTHER FIRST GENERATION GERMAN
FAMILY LED BY CHRIST HESSE. THE FAMILY HAD BEEN STONE MASONS IN
GERMANY DATING BACK TO THE 1600’S. CHRIST AND HIS BROTHER FRED HAD
WORKED IN CHICAGO BUILDING COBBLESTONE STREETS. IN 1893 THEY HAD SAVED
ENOUGH MONEY TO BUY PROPERTY ON THE EAST END OF DUCK LAKE. THEY
CLEARED THE LAND AND BUILT A 3 STORY HOME FOR THEIR FAMILY AND SUMMER
GUESTS AND BEGAN ADVERTISING THEIR SUMMER RESORT IN THE 1902 CHICAGO
TRIBUNE. THE RESORT WAS KNOWN FOR ENTERTAINING IT'S SUMMER GUESTS
WITH SEVERAL SHAKESPEAREAN PLAYS PUT ON BY LOCAL ACTORS OVER THE
SUMMER SEASON. CHRIST HESSE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR BUILDING THE FIRST
BRIDGE OVER DUCK CREEK RESULTING IN A DIRECT ROUTE TO WHITE LAKE AND
WHITEHALIL. HE LATER GIFTED THE BRIDGE AND ACCESS PROPERTY TO THE

TOWNSHIP AND IT IS NOW NESTROM ROAD. David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



DUCK LAKE RESORT

THE MAIN HOUSE HAD
20 BEDROOMS AND
SEVEN SMAIL
COTTAGES WERE ALSO
PART OF THE RESORT.
THE HESSES RAN THE
RESORT UNTIL 1916. I'T
REOPENED IN 1920 AND
I WAS LEASED TO THE
YMCA MUCH OF THE
NEXT DECADE

DUCK LAKE RESORT

Formerly Hesse's — Open for Business
mall Cottag and 2 Large Ones

: éPE(?l.-\LTY
h

Green Opions,

Motel—b Small Cottages and

20 Room
FISH and

::::::

e B

o

Edith _.l. Brown, Manager
M. B. Snow, Chef.
Formerly of Brebner’s Cafe
Information Phone 3037
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DUCK LAKE RESORT
ACTING TROOP
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DUCK LAKE RESORT

ACTORS PARTY
DUCK LAKE CHANNEL

CIRCA 1910
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DUCK LAKE HERO

HERBERT J. HESSE, 16, FARMHAND AND SON OF CHRIST HESSE, SAVED CARRIE E.
KRAUSE, 26, AND ELSIE G. BREYTSPRAAK, 22, FROM DROWNING, WHITEHAILIL,
MICHIGAN, JULY 14, 1909. HESSE, WHO HAD SUFFERED A SLIGHT HEAT STROKE
FOUR HOURS PREVIOUSLY, SWAM 50 FEET TO THE WOMEN, WHO HAD GOTTEN
BEYOND THEIR DEPTH IN DUCK LAKE. HE GRASPED MISS BREYTSPRAAK WHILE
SHE HELD TO MRS. KRAUSE, WHO WAS UNDER THE WATER, HE SUCCEEDED IN
SWIMMING TO SHORE WITH BOTH WOMEN.

HERBERT RECEIVED THE CARNEGIE METAL, A GOLD WATCH AND $1000 CASH
WHICH HE USED TO PURCHASE 40 ACRES OF LOCAL PROPERTY . HE CLEARED
THE WOODED PARCEL USING THE LUMBER TO BUILD A HOUSE AND PLANTED A
BERRY FARM. HERBERT FOUGHT IN WWI AND WAS A BUILDING CONTRACTOR
UNTIL HE DIED IN 1969.

NIGHT LETTER

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

1 The Carnegie Hero Fund awards the Carnegie Medal to individuals in

the United States and Canada who risk their lives to an extraordinary %
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CHRIST & AUGUSTA HESSE

1955

PASSING OF EARLY SETTLERS
OF DUCK LAKE
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RUBENS’ LAKE PARK RESORT
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0666 DUCK LAKE RD

IN 1914 RUDOLF RUBEN AND HIS BROTHER KARIN, SWEDISH
IMMIGRANTS, PURCHASED FOUR ACRES ON DUCK LAKE FOR
$600. THEY BUILT A TWO STORY HOME AND BEGAN
ADVERTISING IN THE CHICAGO DAILY TRIBUNE FOR SUMMER
VACATIONERS. “BATHING, BOATING AND FISHING $8/WEEK”.
OVER TIME THE RUBENS EXPANDED THE RESORT AND ADDED
SEVEN SMALL COTTAGES AND A DINING HALL. THE RESORT

OPERATED UNTIL 1937.
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CAMP RUBEN
1914 TENT CITY ON LAKE FRONT
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LAKE PARK 1917

SEVEN SMALL FRAME COTTAGES

2016
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LAKE PARK 1919

E A MESSAGE ADDRESS .
e % are
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POST CARD /% ]

JULY 22, 1919

THIS PLACE IS RUN BY
RUDOLF RUBEN AND HIS
WIFE OF CHICAGO. MR.
RUBEN IS OF THE
SWEDISH ARISTOCRACY.
MY DAD KNEW OF THE
FAMILY IN SWEDEN. I
HAVE AN INVITE TO VISIT
THEM AT THE RESORT
AND HOPE TO AVAIL
MYSELF OF THAT
PRIVILEGE AND TAKE
DINNER WITH THEM
SOME SUNDAY
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LAKE PARK
1917
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NEVER A DULL MOMENT
A CLOSING FOOTNOTE

OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS, DUCK
LAKE HAS NOT BEEN WITHOUT ITS
SHARE OF CONTROVERSY AND
CONCERN, GENERALLY SURROUNDING
DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGE.

INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS IS
NOT A NEW PHENOMENA....
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WHATS IN A NAME?

What E. Sprigg Says of the Pro-posal 10
Chaoge Duck Lake to Michliloda.

Ebenezer Bprigg, of Fernwood Kesort,
has preparsd tbe following protest
sgsinst the proposition to chaoge the
name of Duck Lake to Michillinda:

“Ansttopt is bolng’mdo. through |
the Hoo. J. .. Gee, to present a bill to
the legisiature to change the pame of
Duck Lake to that of Michillinda. Said
lake is posdiess to describe for its beauty
and old lime scenes and incidents. It
is a veritable land mark and once the
most popular lumber manufacturing
copcern witbin 50 miles, Muskegon be-
iog io its iofancy and Whiteball or
Montsgue not even platted.

“The mill plant consisted of st and
water power. Machinery consisted of
upright or muley saw tive foot and two
foot circular machioes, lath mill, shingle
machine and machioist's lathe, Large
warehouso or dock for holding supplies.
Boardinog houses, Mears' cheap cash
stors, where almost aoythiog could ‘be
supplied for cash ortrade. oy fermers
|within 8 radius of 50 milos cams to
|trade. Also a resticg and lodging piace
for the weary beack travellers conslsting
of circuit judges of the court, lawyers,
land surveyors and Jand huntsrs,

“It alsoincludes & beautiful cemstery
where the remsins of individusls are
peacefully resting, from home and for-
eign lande. Marriages and death certifi-
cates date the eovents as occurred at
Duck Lske pot Micbillinda. All old
sottlers revero the name and many pleas-
ant parties every year hold their picoics
oa ita shores,

“It is slmost oeedless to say it was
founded and nsmed by Oharles Mears,
of Chicago, somewhore about the year
1838, The writer, E. Sprigg, came in
1856, and bolds his. marrisge cortificate
and baptismal register of swo children
born &t Duck Lake; also many others,

DAILY CHRONICLE.

TUESDAY,. AFRIL 9, 100L

smorg whom is Jobn McNoil, who is

others, p

well known.  Ia conclu‘ngon 1, with many |
tost aeainst the ch "

“Theo thers is the statement of W, B,
Osmuan that the ‘permanent residents in
the vicioity of Duck Lake, shouid be

idered and the pame cherished by

- MICHILLINDA LAKE.

More About That Proposition 1o Change
the Nemo of Dack Lake.

Joho R. Austio, of Michillinds, was io
tho city today for & few hours, Heis
one of thoss interested ic baving the
psme of “Duck Lske” in Fruitland
towoship changed to “Michillinds,” a8 is
proposad by the bill introduced some
ticoe 8go in the legislature, He reports
that thinga in his section of the county|
are boowiog sloog nicely and with pros- |
pects of & larger businees than over with
the summer resorta,

“We ure surprised—-and we are very
grateful—that 80 many Muskegon peo-
ple are w0 deeply intereated over the
question of chengiog the name of Duck
Lake to Michtlliads,” ssid Mr. Austin
to Tax CaroxicLe

“Tho oswe of Duck Lake bus alreedy
been cheoged and will hereafter bo
koown as Michilllods, for that is how
pearly all the people designate iy vow,
It will be so called in spite of all the op-
position muy do to prevent it. People,
for more than ooe reason, have taken &
likiog to the name Michillinds and that
is bow thoy insist on dnismtlng it, sod

ber the legi it oow

or not, usage will fix it.

“lo the raport showing what some
Muskegon city people bsad said in sign-
iog the petition recectly circulated bere
sgainst the change of name I find that

rank Albeets, W, H. Baroey, Mr.
Towner ard others sigoed & statemont
to lot it ‘remuin se it is.' Notwithstand.
iog this command we thiok it bas slept
loog enough; even Rip Van Winke!
swoke once in 20 jyears; we object to
posiog aes & cenotaph.

“In the report Justice J. E Sullivan
ls roported to have slgoed in the patition
that he couldn't see sny good reascn
why the name of Duck Lake should be
stricken from toe msy of this county or
state, [ would say to Mr. Sclliven on
this that we think if s few of the Duck
Luokes wore st:icken from the map of
the county the rest would stand o better
show—ducks are not 8o plecty ss they
wers.
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thom allowed to remain. Yes, Mr. Os-
mug, we think the old resident owners
of the lsed bordering the lake should be
coosidered; we all signed the petition
for the change.

“Joo Sauter i the petitioa is said to
bave found fault with Michillicds as &
wmarket, Io reply I will slmply ssy, Joe,
you will have to get up esriier in the
morniog, you see thare were ten or @
dozen wagons abesd of you—I was there
&uu—-aﬂ—'ell, Mictillinda is sot

icago, if farmers do coms tan or twelve
milles 10 soll tholr fruit and vegetebles
there, Some moreloge tho woods are full
of wegons waitiog for the people to get
uyp. Of course it] is not s good market,
{bat is why 80 maoy tearss coms thers.
: "Ospt. Lyssght, of the life ssviog
drew, claimed io eignicg the petition,
that & change might confaso and mislesd
liis patrol aod bsmper the work of the
craw io time of action, We would oot
mislead or confuse the patrol for any-
tblog—poesibly they do oot know where
Michillleds Is—but doo't you think,
paptaio, thay would lesrs in time."

r. Austio spoke regardiog the state-
ment of John Torzent, o the petitico,
who wea opposed to the chsogoe for the
reseon that “there ls vo other lske in
this coutty of that came, sod it ke lad
down oo all siste and county meps,” snd
sald lo reply: *Joba Torreot has not
lived in Muskegon county loog ecough
1o be thorougbly scqualoted. We are
vot talkiog about Duck Lake io Osdar
Croek townsbip, that you were evid-
eatly thinkiog of, or sny
ol those ponds in Blus Lake town.
shiip, or apy of the numerous duck ponds
iu the county other thae thisose. [t's
the Duck Lake, Fruitland townabip,
Muskegon county, Mich., that is to be
hersafter known as Michillicdas Lake™

“But now we are up to iL" concluded
Mr Austin, “Mr. Ges, cur reprosenta-
tive, says the whole project Is dead, dead

go. That calle 1o mied ex-Sen-
wtor Jogalls' remark when Mary Elizs-
beth Loaso was makicg it warm for bim
politically in Ksoeas some yoears n;):
‘Ooly Indiane and women scalp the
dead’ Now we are pozzled to know
where to place Mesre. Alberts, Torrent,
Towper, ot, al.~ Indisce or women

“Now, plosse wipe the blocd off the
moon; let her shige. I think evec moon-
shine would reveal the trus intsst of the
opposition.”

NAME CHANGE
2?

2?

IN FALL OF 1900 THE
HON. J.J GEE
INTRODUCED A BILL IN
LANSING TO CHANGE
THE NAME OF DUCK
LAKE TO MICHILLINDA
LAKE. RESIDENTS OF
MICHILLINDA FELT THE
NEW NAME WOULD
BETTER DESCRIBE THE
DEVELOPING FARM
PRODUCE BUSINESS OF
THE TIME. WIDE
SPREAD OPPOSITION
TO THE NAME CHANGE
PREVAILED.
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10 ASK COUNTY
BIVE CROSSING
OVER DUCK LAKE

aterurban  Promoters Want
Supervisors to Dam Body
of Water

FOR RESORT DE‘-’ELUFMENT

Sidney M. WmI Points  Qut
That Advantage in Expen-
diture of Money
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TO ASK COUNTY
GIVE CROSSING
OVER DUCK LAKE
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.\Su.uewon nnd Ludington have lmu\
completed, One, Joaving White! ;
.ullc\w the lake shore falrly c
and ontors North Muskegon 'hr\n.“x
Interlake Park, crossing the channel!
ot the mouth of Bear Lake. Anothar
route is much farther Inland, nbout
a mile or two wost of the Whitehall
road, and goes through a country
contalning conslderabls clay. Mr,
Weil declared that no definite cholce |
of a route had hoen made as yet, nl-|
though the demand for a dam at the|
mouth of Duck Lake Indicatey that
the latter Is the preferrod route, The
maore inland -Jute does not louch
Duck Lake.
Varions Routes Consldered,

Various routes through North Mus- |
kegon have aleo been considerad, but|
Mr, Well declnred himself unable to!
state th morning which routo was!
preferred.

Work s now begun In surveying|
the route botwoen Ludington and
Manistoe, and a crew of men iy now in
the wools o Mason county doing this
work, Mr. Well declarod,
has thus far raised $27.500 of |
quired bonus for the road, he decisred, |
moat of, {he aubscriptions ruoning!|
from $1000 to $3,000. “We haven't|
made a campalgn among the smaller
mearchants ltke we 414 in Muskegon,”
he declared. "We have gone moatly to|
the prlnclpal monled men of the
town."

W. W. Powell, publicity agent for
the road, I In Whiteh today organ-
fting o land owners' association to|
booat the value of resort lands alonp
Lake Michigan botween Muskegon and |
Whiteha!l, and to make an nctive|
campalgn for the developmant of rhou[
lands so that they may be rapidly|
scttied.

Mr, Well declared that ‘work on the
ralirond would be begun ns soon oy the|
survey !s completed and a choloe ul}
routs made. “We hope to bulld a line |
between Ludington and, Pentwat
and betwden Muskegon and Whiteh
this year yer" ho asserted.

AUGUST 1913
ANOTHER NEAR
MISS...

MUSKEGON COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS AND
RESORT PROMOTERS

UNSUCCESSFULLY
PUSHED
FOR A DAM ACROSS
DUCK LAKE CHANNEL
AND A RAILROAD FROM
NORTH MUSKEGON TO
LUDINGTON

David Pequet Presentation 8-18-16



== Klinefelter's
e GALLERY
_PHOTOGRAPHY

ABOUT THE AUTHOR....

Dave Pequet was born in Grand Rapids in 1952 and graduated from MSU. His first time on Duck
Lake was as a Boy Scout in 1963. He was on the staff of Camp Shawondossee the last year the camp
was open in 1968 and was a summer caretaker of the property thru 1974. After college, Pequet was
commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Navy Aviation Program. Following the Navy he entered Wall
Street and has owned a registered investment advisory firm in Chicago for 30 plus years. Dave, and
his wife Chris of forty years, purchased property on Duck Lake in 1985. Pequet has been on the
Board of Directors for the Duck Lake Riparian Owners Association for 14 years and is it’s current
President.
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