Cherokee Lodge
Attached is the front page of The Montague Observer for June 6, 1940, in which the Cherokee
Lodge fire was reported and well as cropped sections of the article from both The Montague
Observer and the Whitehall Forum.










Greatest hotel fire disaster
wipes out Cherokee; loss $65,000

Saturday

Mr. Pitkin is planning a series
of 10 concerts, to be split on al-
ternate weeks between Kolkow-
ski's orchestra and the Olsen
of musicians. The latter,

in Swedish'music, square dances,
and the like, Besides offering nov-
elty numbers,

The concerts will be held from
8 p. m. to § p. m. as last year, it
was decided by the sponsoring
merchants.

Six all-A
students

were ted for the year at
Montague High School in the final
honors report g:reg. this “week
Supt. R. R. p

l’y!tohert Underwood, senior,
Elsie Grossman, junior, Joyce
Miller, sophomore, and Rosalie
Lehman, Gertrude Lohman, and
Irene Tutak, freshmen, all were
in the perfect group.

Others on the honor roll were:
seniors—B's or better—Alberta

—B's or better— Josephine Con-
werse, Shir Kinstner, Eu.th
Newman B average—Agnes Ack-

¥ Phyllis
Schultz, Sigurd Stembol, Winfleld
Qensdiar ann s or bet-

Fire, shooting spectacular ton-

gues of flame through the threg
stories of the huge wooden struc-
ture and hundreds of feet into the
air, attracting thousands of spec-
tators from many miles around,
Sunday night razed to the ground
Cherokee Lodge, newest of the
White Lake resort hotels and the
largest under a single roof. The
loss will approximate $65,000,
Richard A. Fifs -ownér and pro-
prietor estimates, only partially
covered by insurance.

The flames, visible for many
miles, brought thousands of cars
1o the scene in less than a half
an hour. Autos lined both sides
of Old Channel] Trail for a mile on
each side of the Cherokee en-
trance and scores of other motor-
ists drove down the various road-
ways toward the waterfront try-
ing to get nearer the fire. So in-
tense was the heat that spec-
tators standing ncar the Fife
home, several hundred feet from
the hotel, were unable to hold
their position and were forced to
retire,

Cherokee Lodge was three
stories in height and contained
80 rooms, the most in any hotel
building in this area. It was built
in 1920 by Mr. Fife and his father,
the late Mac R. Fife,

Origin of the fire was unde-
termined, but must have been
either on the second or third floor.
Mr. Fife had been in the building
a half hour or so before the flames
were noticed, but he heard nothing
and saw nothing to indicate that
there was anything amiss up-
stairs. About 9:15 p. m., he said
Melvin Woods, caretaker of the
place, who lived in the east wing
of the hotel, heard a noise as
someone were tapping on the
third floor. When he went out to
look, he noticed flames coming
from the third east wing.

He called Mr. Fife, but as they
looked, windows in the third floor
blew outwards as though gas
pressure behind . the
entire bullding seemed to be-

(Continued on page six)
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. Fire

g (Continued {rom page one)

. come envelopud n fire almost

~—immediately. \

' Both the Montague and the
Montague Town:rup fire trucks
responded, but nuither had the
ghost of a chance 1o du anything
but save the wowds and other
buildings, Mr. Filv said, the flames
having obtained suci 4 sturl be-
fore fire was discovered that
no fire department cven then
would have had o chance,

Numieérous firis & gt starling :n
the pme woods surrounding the
hotel and many ! tne spectators
and firemen wire xept busy put-
ting them out, Fireman evidenced
considerable auxicty during the
height of the Li.ze lest a crown
fire gtart in the pine trees and
trap several hundred speciators
between the road and the flaning
hotel.

Cherokee Lodge had just been

In condition

for the summer business, Mr.
Fife said. Linen stock for the sum-
mer and much of the canned {uod
supply were stored in the build-
ing and were destroyed in the
fire,

He had been looking forward
this year to his best season since
1929, Mr. Fife said. He had two
conventions booked and a number
of rescrvations already lined up
for most of the symmer. One con-
r;nuon was scheduled for Junc

-His future plans aren't definite
as yet, he said, He believes that
Conditions in the resort industry
are changing and that construc- -
tion of another hotel to replace
Cherokee would be a mistake.
Among the possibilities he has
considered was the constructing
of a number of cabing around a
main dining and recreation-lodge
but he plans to take no action
without full study of all the pos-
sibilities,

-



We always welcome any pictures or other documents you might have pertaining to the history
of the area, even if the subject no longer exists.



