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Nearing the end of the White Lake Reminiscences booklet is the following collection of 
writings and information. Spelling and punctuation are as it appeared in the book. 

Some recollections of Ebenezer Sprigg: I left Old England for America in the year 1856 
intending to continue my trade of manufacturing lumber. On arriving in Chicago I was 
directed to Chas. Mears as a reliable man who always paid his hired help. December 5, 
1856, I went aboard the schooner Japan, Capt. Ryerson, bound for Duck Lake, Mich. After a 
stormy trip we were obliged to land at Grand Haven and walk the beach to Duck Lake.  At 
the time Ottawa County extended from Grand Haven to Manistee and it was said Mr. Mears 
had the largest lumbering plant in the county. He used both steam and water power, had a 
general store and post-office, and people came from miles around to trade and get their 
mail. Indians were plenty and came to trade too. Their “pappooses” were strapped to a 
board and would be left leaning against a tree or any convenient thing. Animals were 
allowed to roam at will and one day a fierce old hog attached and partly devoured a baby. 
The Indians demanded the animal and it was willingly given them. That night they had a 
great fire and spirit dance and burned the remains of the child with the pig, hoping in this 
way to exorcise the evil spirit. 

The country was almost an unbroken wilderness but to me it seemed full of God-given 
riches. There was game, particularly deer; fish, fruit, timber and good water in abundance. 
Wolves were numerous but bears were scarce. One need not be an expert to kill a deer or 
catch fish. I caught many muskellunge with a large hook clumsily soldered to a tin 
tablespoon. Fever and ague were prevalent and none could escape its weakening grasp.  

In 1861 I moved over to White Lake and have seen the rise and fall of the lumber trade. The 
pine trees are gone and most of the mills too, but the lake is now fast developing into a 
popular Summer Resort. 

 

Mrs. F. A. Hinman, then Mary Brockman, came with her parents from Germany in 1858. 
After staying a few days in Chicago they took passage on the propeller C. Mears for Duck 
Lake. The father and children walked to White River where he secured a small boat and 
went back for the mother and the goods. She remembers the self adjusting tune of Bro. 
Friday spoken of in the Muskegon Co. History. She married F. A. Hinman in 1868 and 



resides now on Division St., Whitehall. Mr. Hinman is at present assistant light keeper at 
Manistee, Cora Hinman Jackson resides in Muskegon, Fannie is a ’98 graduate, Fred, Jr., 
and Albert are at home. 

George E. Gardiner came to Montague in 1873. He entered the Flouring Mill to learn the 
business of milling, which he followed during his lifetime. He was away from here several 
years in charge of large mills in Grand Rapids and Rockford. In 1884 he returned to take 
charge of the mill here. He was married the same year to Miss Alice Waugh, of Rockford. In 
1894 he purchased a half interest in the mill. He was prominent in village affairs, honorable 
in his dealings, and his early death was sincerely mourned. He passed away April 10th, 
1896, after an illness of several weeks duration. 

Mrs. Betsy C. Rogers came from Kalamazoo with her husband in the Spring of 1854. The 
stage coach, sail boat, and ox team were the only way of traveling. She has lived at various 
points around the lake. While living at White River she saw the “North Yuba”, with its load of 
winter supplies, go on the beach a total wreck. From Long Point she saw the steamer 
Oceana search for the body of Geo. Rogers, (no relative), who had fallen overboard and was 
drowned. She now resides on Division St., Whitehall, and we hope will live many years yet 
to tell of her experiences. 

Mrs. Serena Jansen came to White Lake on the sailing vessel “Honest John” in October, 
1853. Her husband, Chas. Wilson, was first mate. She spent the first Winter in the log 
house built by Hanson. Mr. Wilson died and she married MR. Jansen. Her daughter, Clara 
Wilson, a pupil in the first public school, at present resides with her husband Myers 
Anderson in Wisconsin. 

Dugold Leitch came to Maple Grove in 1860. There were four of the children at that time. 
Joe was born in 1864. In 1875 Annie married Prof. H. Strong and moved to Nebraska in 
1878. The parents and brothers followed. Joe was elected a cadet to West Point in 1884, he 
graduated in 1894 and is now a First Lieutenant in the U.S.A. with the 24th regiment. James 
went to Klondike Jan. 1, 1898. The remainder of the family are in business in Centralia, 
Wash. 

It is interesting to know how they managed to load or unload boats in the early time. There 
were no piers or light house and a vessel would anchor out, load or unload from a lighter. 
When Jas. Jewel was building a mill on Heald’s Point the boilers were brought over on a 
vessel. Frank Baker went aboard and packed them so they were water tight, then threw 
them overboard and they floated ashore. 

 



In 1859 Hon. Chas. Mears and Giles Slocum platted and named the village of Mears. In 
1867 a petition was circulated and enough signatures obtained to change the name. It was 
sent to Mr. Israel E. Carleton then member of the State Legislature from this district. The 
names suggested were already in use in the State so the choice was left to Mr. C and 
Whitehall was the result. 

I. E. Carleton purchased a watermill of Hiram Hulburt on the creek that bears his name in 
1851. He came from Port Huron, Mich. Mrs. C. died in ’65 followed by Mr. C. in ’71. Of their 
children, Arthur resides at the old homestead, Susan Slater, 620 23d St., Denver, Col., 
Elizabeth Rogers in Grand Rapids, and Edwin is a mail carrier in Muskegon. 

J. W. Ocobock came to White Lake in March, 1862. Whitehall was his home the greater part 
of the time until 1885 when he moved to Hartford, Mich., where he died in April, 1892.  His 
wife and daughter, Mrs. Harriet Thompson, and son, Geo. W. Ocobock, still live in Hartford, 
James W., Jr., is in Chicago, and Chas. A. remains in Whitehall. 

The first “Fancy dress ball” was in Cain’s Hall, March 4, 1861, to celebrate the inauguration 
of President Lincoln. People came from miles around even from Muskegon. The weather 
was so sold it was impossible to keep the ball-room warm with two stoves. After supper the 
tables were removed and they danced in the dining-room until morning. 

Isaac W. Berd, of the Sylvan Beach Hotel, was born a slave in Virginia. He was sold and 
taken to Shreveport, La., and afterward into the Southern army. At. LaGrange, Tenn. He 
joined the Federal army and stayed with them until the close of the war. He sailed on Lake 
Michigan several years as stewart on the passenger steamers. He then settled in Montague. 

About the year 1855 a man named Wheat from Bradford Co., Pa., made the first settlement 
at “Wheat Corners.” Nearby the same date Edwin and Truman Nichols came. They were 
followed by a brother, Gale. It was he who drove the first stage between Muskegon and 
Mears in the Summer of 1862. His son A. W. Nichols lives in Big Rapids. 

In 1855, Nathan Sargent built the first house in what is now Montague. This house is used 
by the Foundry for a pattern shop at present. About ’64 Andrus and Even Knudsen built the 
first store building. Soon afterwards the Ferries purchased the ground and platted the 
village naming it in honor of the Rev. Wm. Montague Ferry. 

In 1856, the boiler of the Ferry mill exploded and killed two men. The fireman was scalded, 
but the other man, Fred Mitchell, was killed on the dock by a piece of flying timber. A 
peculiar circumstance being the soles of his new boots were taken off as smoothly as a 
knife could do. 

 



Mrs. B. F. Reed came with her husband in 1858 through an almost unbroken wilderness 
from Grand Rapids to settle in the town of Ferry on White River. She resides in Whitehall at 
present with her son, J. O., the county school commissioner. Mr. Reed died in 1896. 

How many remember when the North Yuba was wrecked and her cargo of Winter supplies 
lost on the shores of Lake Michigan? or July 4th 1855, that was celebrated by sawing the first 
board in the new Long Point steam saw mill? 

Hon. C. C. Thompson was for years postmaster of Whitehall, and a pungent newspaper 
writer. He was representative from this district and a familiar figure in pioneer life. He died 
in 1891 and was buried a Whitehall. 

C. H. Cook, formerly of Montague, is prospecting for gold in Washington. Mrs. C. H. Cook 
lives in Michigan City. The daughter, Fannie, is married and the son, John, is in a bank in 
Nebraska. 

Samuel Raby was born in Plymouth, England, in 1828. He learned pattern making in his 
native land and came to Montague in 1872 and has ever since been in the employ of Wilson 
& Hendrie. 

In 1864 the bridge was bult between Whitehall and Montague. W<. Gee and wife, of 
Coldwater, Mich., to visit James B. Gee at the Gee Corners, were the first team to cross the 
bridge. 

Thomas Stanage, of Montague, is a White Lake pioneer. Chas. Mears and the Daltons were 
here before him. The nearest postoffice was Grand Haven, and the beach the only highway. 

The Post Office was established in 1862, A. Mears, postmaster. Stephen Hall walked to 
Muskegon and carried the mail. J. Hinchman got first letter. 

In September, 1870, the Booming Co. was formed. The following October the first train 
entered town. Rufus M. Hedges bought the first ticket. 

Captain Dicey who served his country so well during the rebellion, in 5th Mich. Cav., was 
last heard of in Saginaw. 

Dr. John A. Wheeler came in 1856. He now lives with his wife and two married daughters at 
Irving Park, Ill. 

The Cains were among the very first settlers on White River. Mrs. Cain and children now 
reside in Seattle, Wash. 

C. L. Streng, the popular Montague merchant, came to the village in1868 as bookkeeper for 
Ferry & Dowling. 



Frank Blackmarr, who started the first exchange bank in Whitehall in 1871 now lives in 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

The first lawyer was Duane Thompson, 1865. The last heard of him he was in Texarkania, 
Arkansas. 

Many remember the genial W. H. Woodbery. His present address is 767 Adams St., 
Chicago, Ill. 

The first fire engine on the lake was purchased by Montague 1873. Whitehall followed in 
1874. 

Mrs. Phebe Franklin’s home is in Grand Rapids. Mr. Franklin died in ’95. 

The first bank, The Exchange Bank, was opened by F. Blackmarr, Sep. 14, ’70. 

The first newspaper on Whiteh Lake, The Forum, was established in 1869. 

The Tannery was built in 1866 and sold to the Eagle Tanning Co. 1871. 

The first steam mill in Whitehall was built by Whittaker & Hall, 1856. 

The first store building was built by C. Mears in 1859. 

L. G. Ripley came to Montague in ’74. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


